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Mission Statement: To enrich the lives of all people by stimulating appreciation of nature, by exemplifying harmony between
people, plants, gardens and wildlife, and by using the distinctive natural and cultivated habitats known as Fernwood.

The Member Newsletterof Fernwood Inc. Volume 44 Number2 Spring 2008

Spring offers many opportunities at
Fernwood. Please join us for any of the
following activities and events. Of
course, a stroll through the gardens or a
walk in the woods is highly recommend-
ed!

Mother ’s Day Weekend:

Festival of Blooms
Looking for a great way to show

Mom how much you appreciate her?
Bring her to Fernwood on Mother's Day
weekend, May 10 and 11, as we celebrate
spring with the Festival of Blooms.
Moms are honored with a free plant
while they last, or buy her a plant from
our Spring Plant Sale for her garden to
remind her all year long of your day
together. As always, the Gift Shop has
many items to choose from that would
please any Mom. Enjoy music on The
Green on Saturday afternoon and the sea-
son's first Second Sunday Concert at 4:00
pm Sunday. Treat her to our special
Mother's Day buffet in the Gallery on
Sunday between 12:30 and 2:00 pm
while enjoying live piano music. If eat-
ing outdoors is more to your liking, try
the family-friendly fare available at our
food tent or bring a picnic from home.
Wildflowers abound in the woodlands, so
take a walk through the preserve or
watch for migrating birds at the bird
viewing windows. For families with
young children, children's activities will
be available from 1:00–5:00 pm both
days. To guarantee seating for the buffet,
we recommend that you call ahead for
reservations.

High Tea at Fernwood
Following up on last spring's fabu-

lously successful English High Tea, the
Michiana Unit of the Herb Society of
America has scheduled another tea for
Saturday, April 19, at 11:00 am. The
event is open to Fernwood members and
the public. This is a fundraiser, as well as
great fun, with the proceeds funding the
Herb Society's contributions and work at
Fernwood. See page 4 for more informa-
tion.

Fernwood's Blazing
Prairie

On March 22 at 8:00 am one half of
Fernwood's five-acre reconstructed
prairie will be burned. If you have not
seen a prescribed burn of a prairie, this is
your opportunity to view a great resource
management tool that recreates what nat-
urally occurred on prairies many years
ago. Please call ahead for confirmation
of date and time.

Fernwood Spring Plant
Sale May 9, 10, and 11

Enjoy the beautiful surroundings of
the gardens while doing your spring
plant shopping at Fernwood's annual
Spring Plant Sale. New plant introduc-
tions as well as many tried and true
favorites will be offered. Several vari-
eties propagated from Fernwood's own
collections are also available at bargain
prices. The Lake Michigan Chapter of
the Azalea Society of America is back
for a second season. This year the
Society is adding a line of rhododen-
drons to their assortment of hardy azal-
eas specially selected for our region of
the Midwest. Our sale is a great way to
meet fellow gardeners, get expert gar-
dening advice, and help support
Fernwood's many fine programs.
Remember, your Fernwood membership
entitles you to 10% off of your purchase.
Not yet a member? Sign up on the spot
to recieve your membership discount!
The sale is open during regular
Fernwood visiting hours. Please note
that this weekend is also Fernwood's
annual Mother's Day celebration––the
Festival of Blooms.

Member Nights
On the first Saturday of the month

from May through September Fernwood
remains open until 8:00 pm for members
and their guests.  Please enjoy an
evening walk through the gardens and
nature trails, visit the Nature Center, or
browse the Gift Shop.

Book Group at
Fernwood

Join us in March for our first orga-
nizational meeting to discuss the forma-
tion of a monthly book group at
Fernwood. Let's talk about enjoyable
and meaningful works––fiction and non-
fiction––on topics ranging from gardens
and gardening, plant exploration, natural
history, ecology, and other related topics.
Perhaps one month we will share some
thoughtful discussion on nature deficit
disorder and Richard Louv's Last Child
in the Woodsfollowed by the intrigue of
a good British garden mystery such as A
Hoe Lot of Troubleby Heather Webber
the next. Or we can explore the canopies
of the giant redwoods in Richard
Preston's Wild Treesfollowed by Roy
Briggs' fascinating biography of one of
the greatest plant hunters of all time,
Chinese Wilson: A Life of Ernest H
Wilson 1876-1930.Still not convinced?
Consider Amy Stewart's Flower
Confidential: The Good, the Bad, and
the Beautiful in the Business of Flowers,
and read a fascinating account of the cut
flower business. Valentine's Day will
never be the same! Or how about The
Orchid Thief: A True Story of Beauty
and Obsession by Susan Orlean? Or The
Botany of Desire: A Plant's-Eye View of
the World by Michael Pollan? Or
Tulipmania: Money, Honor, and
Knowledge in the Dutch Golden Ageby
Anne Goldgar? The possibilities are lim-
ited only by our imaginations. Gather at
Fernwood on Saturday, March 15, at
10:00 a.m. for a cup of tea and lively
discussion as we plan the future of the
Fernwood Book Group!
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W

en
dy

 M
ill

er
R

. 
W

ill
ey

Ti
m

 B
at

h

Fernwood’s gardens spring to life    R.Willey      



A Note from the Director
Danke. Mahalo nui loa. Gracias. Sas efharisto. Go raibh maith agat. Iwgwien. How many times and in how many

ways can I thank you all for all you do? As I write this to the many good friends of Fernwood, it is January and thoughts
of Lights are still vivid. Our international theme this 14th year of Lights treated our visitors to an evening of holiday cus-
toms and cultures from across the globe. Our valued volunteers, sponsors, members, staff, and visiting public made
Lights 2007 a very special event for us all to remember for years to come. Thank you to all who braved the elements for
your continued and valued support. Merci.

A particular pleasure during my first Lights experience was to meet each and every person who entered our gates.
While in-depth conversations were not possible, I did hear recurring comments of "We love Fernwood!" "Fernwood is a
very special place." "We visit Lights every year. It's a holiday tradition!" "Our children grew up at Fernwood." "Best
Lights ever!" I was awed by the opportunity to hear the stories and meet everyone. This scenario will be paralleled only
by the opportunity to get to know you all over the course of the days and years ahead.

Of course, none of this could happen if not for the support of our volunteers. In our day-to-day work and in prepara-
tion for and during our special events, our volunteers remain steadfast beside us to further the mission of Fernwood.
Thank you for being there. And as our talented horticulture staff and I devise a plan to make Fernwood's landscape even
stronger and more welcoming in the coming year, we will turn once again to our volunteers and ask for your continued
support. If you can lend us a hand, please give us a call today! 

We will be adding additional programming to our schedule at Fernwood throughout the year, and we encourage you
to check our website for updates that may not appear in the newsletter. If you would like to receive infrequent yet up-to-
date additions to our calendar, please contact us at info@fernwoodbotanical.org and let us know that you want your name
and email address added to our list. 

Hope to see you soon!
Carol
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FRIENDS OF FERNWOOD
These are exciting times at Fernwood. Friends of Fernwood celebrated its first birthday in February, increasing the

membership from 44 to 90 in this first year. The group has responsibly managed two major fundraisers and supported
Fernwood in a variety of other ways, not the least of which is garden maintenance. Enter Fernwood's new Executive
Director, Carol Line, who has a passion for gardening, along with the desire to see Fernwood's unique properties
impeccably maintained. Expect to see improvements, as well as an active Friends of Fernwood supporting the same.
Fernwood hosts the Berrien County Master Gardener program each year, covering everything happening in gardening
for the region. Many participants quickly recognize that the program is just a jumping on place. The real learning
comes from working alongside Fernwood's excellent horticulture staff. We learn to become better gardeners, have fun,
make friends, and help support Fernwood in the process. Of course, for the non-gardeners, there are many opportunities
to assist Fernwood in a variety of other unique programs as well. Won't you join us? The only requirement is the desire
to have fun and help support Fernwood. Please contact Chairman John Harville at (269) 473-2667 for more informa-
tion.  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Thursday, March 6, 10:00 am–12:00 noon: Weather
We love it or hate it, but we must accept whatever we

get! Discuss the four elements of weather, why Michiana
has four distinct seasons, and how animals respond to
weather. 

Saturday, April 5, 2:00–4:00 pm: Pond Study
Grab a scooper and see what the Niles 4th graders

will be catching during the month of April!

Tuesday, April 15, 3:00–5:00 pm: 2nd Grade–Wildlife
Cold-blooded or warm-blooded, feathered or furred or

scaly, the second graders are visiting in search of
Fernwood's wildlife.  

Wednesday, April 30, 1:00–3:00 pm: 3rd Grade –Habitats
Enjoy a walk through Fernwood's wet and dry forests,

with stops at the pond and river as we explore habitats.   

Tuesday, May 6, 7:00–9:00 am: The Birds of Fernwood
Bring your binoculars this early morning as we look

for the birds of Fernwood. Migration is peaking so we
should have many to find!

Wednesday, May 21, 3:00–5:00 pm: Day Camp Preview
A fun-filled summer is fast approaching. Hear about

our popular nature day camps and enjoy a walk on the
trails.

Spring Volunteer Educators Corps Trainings
Everyone loves spring wildflowers, wildlife everywhere, and warm days, especially the hundreds of schoolchildren

that come for fieldtrips! Join the Volunteer Educators Corps (VEC) and share the magic of Fernwood with participants
in our Environmental Studies Program. Training in natural history, curriculum, and teaching skills is provided. For more
information, please contact naturalist Wendy Jones at ext. 220 or attend the following training sessions. Any Fernwood
volunteers that are interested in the trainings are also welcome to attend. Please dress for walking the trails.

Wish List
Thanks to those who donated items from our recent

wish lists! There are many ways to help Fernwood,
including donations of the following gently-used or new
items (or the funds to purchase them). Please contact
Wendy Jones at ext. 220 if you have any questions or can
help with these needs.  

• For Fernwood's Roy and Ethelbel Art Camps: electric
pencil sharpener, 36" paper cutter, and small drawing
boards

• Gas grill and table-top/commercial popcorn machine
for special events

• Large wagon or cart for transporting materials
between buildings

• Storage shed for work equipment
• Golf cart for use in the gardens
• 12-15 passenger van for day trips and ecotours

Volunteer Opportunities in Facilities 
Volunteering at a botanical garden may conjure up

images of tilling a flowerbed or leading a tour group, but
there are many other opportunities for handy individuals
to help beautify Fernwood's buildings and garden struc-
tures. Here are a few areas needing attention at this time.

Carpentry
• Repair shingles and low roofing on the Winter House 

cottage.
• Extend the railing by the Water Wheel.
• Repair trim on the Bauer Terrace Gazebo.
• Repair split rail and privacy fencing.
• Repair outdoor benches.
• Replace siding and deck railing at the Nature Center bird 

observatory area.

Painting/Staining
• Water seal outdoor furniture, decking, and fencing.
• Stain outside of main buildings.
• Paint interior walls of Visitor Center.

Materials and most necessary tools are provided.
Please contact Steve Bornell at ext. 216 for more

information.

See pag e 7 for preserve stewardship opportunities
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Thank You, Volunteers!
April 29–May 3 is National Volunteer Week. In honor of the occasion, Fernwood

would like to recognize all of the wonderful people who serve here. Volunteers assist
in all aspects of our operations, from caring for the gardens to teaching children about
nature to greeting visitors at the Front Desk. We could not exist without you!
Our 2006–07 volunteers are listed below. We thank you for your service!
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HORTICULTURE
Fernwood's Spring Symposium    
Plant Exploration: Past, Present, and Future
Saturday, March 29

What would your life be like without coffee or chocolate, bananas or vanilla?
How would your life be different with no rubber for your tires, fabric for your cloth-
ing, or drugs to cure life-threatening illnesses? Plant explorers have played an
important role in enriching our lives and beautifying our world with their discover-
ies from around the world, and they continue to find new plants for our future needs.
Learn more about these renowned explorers, some of the hardships they faced, and
the important discoveries they have made.

Presentations begin at 8:45 am. Registration fee is $60 for Fernwood members
and $75 for non-members and includes all sessions, breaks, and lunch. The sympo-
sium fulfills 2 hours of Michigan Master Gardener continuing education credits.
Please call (269) 695-6491 to register or for more information.

Program

Plant Exploration and Early Plant Explorers of China               
Ed Hedborn, The Morton Arbor etum, Lisle, Illinois

Ed Hedborn has been the Plant Records Manager and Plant Recorder for The
Morton Arboretum for the past 30 years. He is responsible for life-history informa-
tion about all plants in the Arboretum's living plant collections from 1922 to the
present. He also teaches classes for the Arboretum's education program and the
Associated Colleges of the Chicago Area. Ed speaks about the earliest recorded
plant exploration and the classic period of Chinese plant exploration of the late
1800s and early 1900s. He covers some of the renowned plant explorers of that time
and offers some insight as to why we explore for plants.

Plants For Today
Tim Wood, "The Plant Hunter" fr om Spring Meadow Nursery

Tim Wood is the Product Development Manager for Spring Meadow Nursery in
Grand Haven, Michigan. He has taught at Michigan State University, co-hosted a
garden radio talk show, and written three books. Tim is a member of the Royal
Horticultural Society and was named the Michigan Nurseryman of the Year in 2001.
Tim discusses recent explorations as well as what we may expect in the future of
plant exploration

In Search of New Plants: Recent Discoveries
Galen Gates, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe,
Illinois

Galen Gates is Director of Plant Collections for the
Chicago Botanic Garden, and is responsible for the man-
agement and development of the Garden's collection of
2.3 million plants. He is Chair of the Plant Collecting
Collaborative, a consortium of six public gardens that
searches the world for new plants. He has planned and led
several foreign plant collecting expeditions, further
enriching the botanical diversity available in the U.S.
Galen tells of recent discoveries from his trips to China,
Russia, and the Republic of Georgia. He also talks about
the cultures of the countries where he does his research. 

Plants in Print: The Age of Botanical Discovery
Edward J. Valauskas, Lenhardt Library, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe,

Illinois
Edward is the Curator of Rare Books at the

Lenhardt Library and an instructor at the Graduate
School of Library and Information Science at
Dominican University in River Forest, Illinois.
Edward addresses how five hundred years of rare
books, journals, and manuscripts reveals a complex
and detailed history of botanical research around the
world. Solving problems of taxonomy, evolution, and
ecology, botanical explorers in their records provide
details on the floral world around them. These works
in turn took advantage of the latest developments in

printing and illustration, with the best artists of their times working to illustrate
plants as naturally as possible.

The Story Behind That Plant: Fernwood's Plant Collection
Steven Bornell and Ann Desenberg, Fernwood

Since the 1940s Fernwood's founder, Kay Boydston, and subsequent garden
staff have searched near and far for hardy ferns and many other interesting plants for
Fernwood's collections. Steven Bornell, manager of Fernwood's plant collections,
along with Ann Desenberg, Fernwood's plant recorder, share their "picture album"
along with some interesting facts and anecdotes behind some of the noteworthy
plants on the property. Weather permitting, an optional short walk at the end of the
program is offered to see some of the plants discussed earlier.

This article is the first in a series incorporating many of the plants first intro-
duced here by the original owner of Fernwood, Kay Boydston.

Plant #1 at Fernwood
"Viola papilionaceaalba. Planted in border at

Anderson's (previous owners). This before we
actually had bought Fernwood & the first plant I
put in this place. Moved to permanent place: by
red bud by n. steps. A lovely plant with large
flowers." K. Boydston

Viola papilionaceahas been reclassified as V.
sororia, commonly called Sister Violet, Common
Blue Violet, Meadow Blue or Hooded Blue
Violet. The all white form is ‘Albiflora’or
‘Immaculata’. It is a naturally occurring form,
frequently found growing among the more common purple form. The plant flowers
in April and May at Fernwood. It prefers damp woods or moist meadows but is very
adaptable. Its range is throughout eastern North America, except Alberta, Canada.

The original name papilionacearefers to the resemblance to the flowers of the
pea family, not to Papilio or butterfly as many commonly believe.

Fernwood Opens New Garden Shop April 25
Fernwood is excited to announce the spring opening of its new Garden Shop

featuring an array of accents for your outdoor living room. Find unique trellises,
topiary plants, troughs and other hypertufa containers, bird houses, small garden
antiques, and other specialty items tucked in among pockets of colorful accent
plants. Many items are provided by local growers and craftsmen. Get a Fernwood
membership and enjoy discounts on specially marked items. The Garden Shop will
be open during regular Fernwood visiting hours.

Fernwood's River Dock is Back
The harsh winter of early 2007 took its toll on Fernwood's river dock. The ice

flow on the river jammed against the dock and pushed it off its supports. It sat that
way for most of the year until, through the generosity of former director Peter van
der Linden and his wife Judy, it was securely replaced by a local dock company.
Better supports were installed and the original dock was righhted. The dock was ele-
vated several inches from its former height to help in preventing similar damage.

Many thanks go to Peter and Judy van der Linden for their generosity. Visitors
can again enjoy the peaceful sights and sounds found along the St. Joseph River at
Fernwood's river dock.  
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Welcome Spring with the Michiana Unit 
of the Herb Society of America

JOIN US FOR HIGH TEA AT FERNWOOD
Featuring Wendy Anderson Halperin, 

Michigan artist, author and speaker
"Sharing Garden Dreams" 

Saturday, April 19 
11:00 am–1:00 pm

Admission $25
Seating is limited 

so make yourreservations now!

Send name, address, phone and email 
with your check payable to Michiana Unit HSAto:

Georgia Mackinder
62620 54th Avenue
Hartford MI 49057

Bring your favorite tea cup. Hats and gloves welcome!
Adults Only Please

For additional information, call Jaci Bell at (574) 233-9619



The 20th Annual Birdathon: Birding For Kids
As a naturalist, there is no more touching thing to hear from a student than "I

want to be a naturalist at Fernwood when I grow up." I hear that often as I guide
students along the trails at Fernwood, sharing the beauty and importance of the nat-
ural world with more than 5000 students each year. Education is a core component
of Fernwood's mission, and I am asking for your pledge in support of Fernwood's
Birdathon teams to help us keep the Environmental Studies Program operating suc-
cessfully.     

The Berrien County Birdathon is an annual fundraising event during which
teams try to identify as many different bird species in one day as they can. Last year
a record $4200 was raised to support our nature education programs for local
schools. Pledges can be made per species or as a flat amount. More and more, chil-
dren do not get outside to explore the woods, fields, ponds, and the wildlife that
live there, but with your help we can get children out in nature for amazing adven-
tures. This year's Birdathon takes place on May 17. Please consider making a dona-
tion today by calling me, Wendy Jones, at ext. 220 or by mailing your pledge
(attention Birdathon). If you would like to join a Fernwood team birding in the field
for the day, please contact me by April 15. 

Fernwood's Box Tur tle Survey Resumes
As spring warms the earth, Fernwood's box turtles emerge to search for a mate

and enjoy the warmth not felt since last fall. We are conducting an informal survey
to learn more about these beautiful critters. Twelve box turtles have been numbered
with blue nail polish on the backs of their upper shells near their tails. If you find a
box turtle on the trails, please pick it up carefully with two hands (they rarely bite
but can scratch with their claws) and bring it to the Nature Center for numbering. If
the turtle is numbered and you don't want to pick it up, just report your sighting so
we can enter it into the data book. Thanks for your help!

Fernwood's Nest Box Cameras
Fernwood has an active bluebird

trail, currently with 14 bluebird nest
boxes visibly in place around the prop-
erty. Spring of 2007 saw the addition
of a small camera to one of those
boxes, resulting in live viewing of
nesting birds from inside the Visitor
Center near the front desk. This quick-
ly became very popular among visitors,
birders, and naturalists alike. No one
had witnessed cavity bird nest building
prior to the use of these cameras,
which now have become quite the rage
around the country. We now can inti-
mately view the entire nesting process,
as well as learn more about our cavity
nesting birds. This camera/box was
donated to Fernwood by Dave and
Kathy Gunter, owners of Wild Birds
Unlimited in Mishawaka. With the backdrop of this success in mind, Dave and
Kathy recently donated another camera box to Fernwood. Expect to see it in place
for viewing in the Nature Center for the spring of 2008. Along with frogs, fish,
snakes, lizards, and bees, you and your children and grandchildren will be able to
view live nesting birds there as well. Camera nest boxes are now readily available
for home use, too. These can be purchased at Wild Birds Unlimited in Mishawaka
where you will find Dave and Kathy very customer friendly and able to answer any
other birding questions you may have. While there, tell them thank you for support-
ing Fernwood.  

John Harville
Berrien County Coordinator
Michigan Bluebird Society 

Watercolor Ar tist Laurie Balla
April 6 thr ough June 1

Nature is Laurie Balla's artistic inspiration.
Her show will feature landscapes from Fernwood,
dahlias from the Bonneville Dahlia Show, and
flowers from the Michiana area. She started her art
career using oils but began to notice the beauty
and freedom of watercolor. She has been painting
since 1994 and has studied with notable artists G.
Bruce Johnson and Deb Jerome. Laurie has done
commission work, won awards in juried shows,
and held one woman shows in Michigan and
Indiana. She paints full time in her home studio.

Spend a spring afternoon at Fernwood, meet Laurie, and enjoy her show at the
premiere reception on April 6 from 2:00 to 3:30 pm. 

Orphaned and Injur ed Wildlife
In the late spring Fernwood receives many phone calls concerning orphaned or

injured animals. Baby animals are rarely abandoned by their parents, which are
often nearby watching them. If you are certain an animal has been abandoned or is
injured, contact the licensed organizations or individuals below before attempting to
care for or handle the animal. Please do not bring the animal to Fernwood. We are
not licensed and do not have the facilities to handle abandoned or injured wildlife.

• Carolyn Brown (information only) - (219) 393-3924
• Barbie Carrell (mammals and has other contact people) - (269) 641-5049
• Faye Handley (mammal babies) - (269) 683-0352
• Humane Society of SWMichigan - (269) 927-3303
• Larry Kauffman (songbirds, no waterfowl) - (574) 654-3652
• Diane Kuhl (waterfowl, shorebirds, turkeys, pheasants, herons) - 

(574) 654-8714
• Nolan & Sons Farms (deer) - (269) 641-7953
• Carol Riewe (raptors) - (574) 288-5549
• Cindy Sellers (mammals, no raccoons) - (574) 291-7331
• Donna Sorenson (squirrels, raccoons, opossums, groundhogs, no bunnies) -

(269) 663-8341
• Nancy or Jennifer (mammals, but call for others) - (269) 362-7297

The following article was printed in the Michigan Bluebird Society's newsletter
and is being re-printed with their permission.

What to do if you find a Baby Bird
Rouge RiverBird Observatory, University of Michigan-Dearborn

Baby birds grow rapidly and leave crowded nests while they are still not fully
feathered and are unable or barely able to take care of themselves. They are gawky
and clumsy and appear pretty helpless, and are often on the ground, but this is nor-
mal! Their parents are tending them but are much more wary of you than the
youngsters might be.

Dos and Don'ts:
• Do move the bird to a nearby safe place if the bird is in immediate danger of

being stepped on, run over, or is being stalked by a cat.
• Do not try to catch the bird. You may find the youngster is klutzy but fast, and

evades capture. Just let it go rather than chasing it all over. The stress can be
fatal to the bird.

• Do, if you want, retreat to a distance so that you make sure the parents return to
the baby. However, just realize this might take a couple of hours!

If you find truly orphaned or injured birds, contact a licensed rehabilitator in
your area immediately. Young birds take a tremendous amount of specialized care.
To raise a healthy bird takes more time, energy, patience, money, and expertise than
most people can afford.

It's quite possible if a baby bird is injured or truly abandoned, that when you
found it, it's too late to save it. If you have to transport a bird to a rehabilitator, keep
it in a dark, covered (but ventilated) box in a warm, quiet place. Do not try to feed
it or give it water. Improper food or administration of water can kill it.

The baby birds we are likely to encounter are usually species that are highly
adaptable and prolific. Casualties are normal. We tend to be quite sheltered from the
realities of nature, and it can be difficult not to interfere. Loss of eggs, nestlings or
fledglings is normal for all bird species and built into the "system." It is not easy for
many people to "let nature take its course," but it is nearly always the right thing to
do.

So remember:
• It is normal for baby birds to leave the nest before they are able to fly or have

all of their feathers fully grown.
• It is normal for the parents to leave the babies alone, even for hours at a time.
• Trying to catch a baby bird, feed it, or give it water is more likely to kill it than

save it.
• Most baby birds taken in by ordinary people die, either because it was already

too late to save, or from improper care.
• Birds raised by people are often at a disadvantage when released back into the

wild because of poor nutrition or behavior problems.
• It is illegal to possess a migratory bird in the United States without a special

license.
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Late Winter Pruning
Late winter is an ideal time to prune many woody as well as semi-woody

plants. Steve Bornell, manager of Fernwood's plant collections, takes you on a stroll
through the main gardens demonstrating pruning approaches and techniques on a
variety of plants from ornamental grasses to ornamental trees. Also covered are
rules on which plants NOTto prune at this time, drastic pruning to rejuvenate old
shrubs, favorite tools of the trade, and aesthetic pruning that enables substantial
removal of growth without making the plant look like it was ever pruned. Handouts
are provided. Dress for cold weather. Indoor demonstrations and visuals will be
used if weather is too severe out in the gardens.

Steve Bornell
Saturday, March 1, 10:30am–12:30 pm
Meeting House
Members $15, Public $19
This program provides two hours of Michigan Master Gardener continuing 
education credits.

Spring Garden Bus Tour:
Dow Gardens and Frederick Case Trillium Garden, Midland, Michigan

Here's a chance to add some extra
enjoyment to your spring garden and
wildflower viewing. Spring bulbs and
flowering trees await us at Dow Gardens
in Midland, Michigan. Herbert Dow,
founder of Dow Chemical, started the
garden with eight acres and the philoso-
phy to "never reveal the gardens' whole
beauty at first glance." Trails wind
throughout the present 110-acre natura-
listic gardens, past streams, waterfalls,
ponds, and hidden nooks and crannies,
begging exploration. Also in Midland,
marvel at the John Pratt Mosaic House, an
amazing home covered in hand-pieced

mosaic designs. Then travel on to
Saginaw and spend the night before
heading to the gardens of "Mr.
Trillium," Frederick W. Case, author
of a 1997 book titled, Trilliums. As a
friend of Kay and Walter Boydston,
Mr. Case frequently visited Fernwood
and gifted the Boydstons with several
trillium varieties he raised. Mr. Case's
garden contains 38 varieties of trilli-
ums, as well as rock gardens, rhodo-
dendrons, pools, bog gardens, and a
greenhouse of all North American

pitcher plants. The weekend includes round trip motor coach, Saturday night lodg-
ing, and all admissions. Meals are on your own. Space is limited. 

Fernwood Staff
Depart from Fernwood parking lot Saturday May 3 at 8:00 am 
Return to Fernwood Sunday, May 4 by 6:00 pm
Members $200, Public $240
Advance registration is required by April 11.

Bus Trip to Fr ederik Meijer Gardens: 
Sculpture Garden Tour, Butterflies, Ar t of Africa Exhibit

Board the bus at Fernwood for a
day of fun at Frederik Meijer Gardens
in Grand Rapids! Enjoy guided tours
of the Sculpture Park, Children's
Garden, and Lena Meijer Homestead.
After lunch in the Taste of the Gardens
Café, you are on your own for a
leisurely walk among live butterflies in
the conservatory, shopping in the gift
shop, and viewing of the gallery exhib-
it Art of Africa: Objects from the
Collection of Warren Robbins. This
exhibition is the first major museum
presentation of its kind in West
Michigan and contains more than 80 objects representing approximately 30 cultures
of sub-Saharan Africa. Price includes round-trip bus fare, admission to the gardens,
and a Fernwood guide (lunch in the Café is on your own or pack a picnic lunch to
enjoy on the grounds). Space is limited so call today!  

Jan Ferris
Wednesday, April 23; 8:30 am–6:00 pm
Meet in the Fernwood parking lot.
Members $40, Public $55
Advance registration is required by
5:00 pm on Friday, April 18.

Niles Train Depot: History of the Gardens
Do you know why Niles is called "The Garden City?" Beginning in 1891, the

massive gardens at the historic Niles Train Depot, managed by skilled Master
Gardener John Gipner, grew and supplied all of the flowers for lady passengers, the
dining cars, and train station restaurants on the Michigan Central Railroad line
between Detroit and Chicago. Elaine Metzger from the Four Flags Garden Club
digs into the history of the gardens at the train station and explains the garden
club's involvement in maintaining the gardens today. Don't miss this wonderful his-
torical perspective. 

Elaine Metzger, 
Four Flags Garden Club
Saturday, May 17; 1:00 pm
Clark Gallery
Members Free, 
Public Free with Admission

CLASSES BOTANY & GARDENING

"Ugly Yarn" Review
At the last meeting, Guild members brought in five balls of yarn in size 5/2 or

larger (25 yards per ball). These were exchanged and taken home to be creatively
combined into a project of some type. Come see the amazing results! There will
also be a general show-and-tell of current projects, so bring yours to share.

Wednesday, March 5; 10:00 am–12:00 noon
Chase Classroom
Members Free, Public Free with Admission

Fluf fy Beads
Never heard of a fluffy bead? Guild member Sue Russell introduces us to these

unique decorations to add to bracelets or necklaces. They are called fluffy because
of the construction technique which builds upon a base ring of beads. If you are a
beader, bring #8 and #11 beads in compatible colors and your basic beading sup-
plies. For others needing these items, a $5 fee gets you started. Please bring scis-
sors–all other materials are supplied.

Wednesday, April 2; 10:00 am–12:00 noon
Chase Classroom

Members Free, Public Free with Admission

"W eave-It" Flower Workshop
Using small antique weave-it looms, guild member Midge Lewis teaches how

to weave squares that will then be transformed into flowers. These beautiful flow-
ers can be made into pins or used as decorations for a hat or purse. Please bring a
weave-it loom if you have one (some extra looms will be available for use). Also
bring sport-weight yarn, scissors, needle and thread to match flower and leaf colors
(pin backs are supplied).

Wednesday, May 7
Chase Classroom; 10:00 am–12:00 noon
Members Free, Public Free with Admission

NILES HANDWEAVERS GUILD
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Knee-High Naturalists: Maple Tr ees
Late winter is the time to think of

maple trees, for that is when maple
syrup is made! Children ages four and
five learn why now is sugaring season,
how maple syrup is made, and take a
walk in the woods to find maple trees
and signs of late winter happenings in
the woods. Please dress for walking the
trails. Class size is limited; please call
ahead.

Wendy Jones
Friday, March 7; 1:30–3:30 pm
Nature Center
Members $8, Public $10

Build a Bluebird House
A great way to encourage eastern

bluebirds to nest in your yard is to build
them a nest box. A traditional style of
bluebird house can be built in this class.
Tools and materials are provided.
Information about bluebirds, their
habits, and other nest box style patterns
are offered. This is a great project for
families! Class size is limited.

Heidi Gray
Saturday, March 8; 10:00 am–12:00
noon
The Meeting House
Members $12 per house
Public $15 per house 
Advance registration requested

Inviting Bluebirds to Your Backyard
After you have made or purchased

a bluebird nest box, what next?  In this
program learn where and how to mount
the nest box in your yard.  Find out how
to monitor the activity inside the boxes
and how to take care of the nest boxes
for many years of use.

John Harville
Saturday, March 8; 12:30-1:30 pm
Clark Gallery
Members $8, Public $10

Nature Saplings: Squirrels &
Chipmunks

Today we discover squirrels and
chipmunks! Come watch for these
mammals at the feeders, touch some
study skins, and learn how they live at
Fernwood. For children ages 2½ to 3½
years old accompanied by an adult.
Please dress for walking the trails. Class
size is limited; please call ahead. 

Jill McDonald
Saturday, March 15; 3:00–4:00 pm
Nature Center
Members $4 for each child/adult pair
Public $5 for each child/adult pair

Knee-High Naturalist: Ear th Day
In celebration of Earth Day on

April 22, four- and five-year-olds learn
about our wonderful planet Earth! Take
a look at the 4 Rs––reduce, reuse, recy-
cle, and refuse––and learn how even
kids can make positive choices to help
keep the earth healthy. Please dress for
walking the trails. Class size is limited;
please call ahead. 

Jill McDonald
Friday, April 11; 1:30–3:30 pm
Nature Center
Members $8, Public $10

Nature Saplings: Beautiful Birds
Little ones ages 2½ to 3½ with an

adult discover the colorful world of
birds. A rainbow of birds such as red
cardinals, blue jays, yellow goldfinches
and more are busy at Fernwood! Please
dress for walking the trails. Class size is
limited; please call ahead. 

Naturalist Staff
Sunday, April 13; 3:00–4:00 pm
Nature Center
Members $4 for each child/adult pair
Public $5 for each child/adult pair

Knee-High Naturalist: Salamanders
Today we go on a salamander safari

in the forest! Four- and five-year-olds
explore the hidden world that awaits
under fallen trees. Although we are
searching for salamanders, other inter-
esting creatures await discovery under
logs. And before you go, make a cool
salamander craft to take home. Please
dress for walking the trails. Class size is
limited; please call ahead.

Jill McDonald
Friday, May 2; 1:30–3:30 pm
Nature Center
Members $8, Public $10

Nature Saplings: Spring Flowers
Come and explore the colorful and

sweet-smelling world of flowers! Enjoy
an afternoon stroll as we take a close
look at the many different colors and
shapes of flowers that can be found at
Fernwood. For children ages 2½ to 3½
years old accompanied by an adult.
Please dress for walking the trails. Class
size is limited; please call ahead.

Naturalist Staff
Sunday, May 4; 3:00–4:00 pm
Members $4 for each child/adult pair
Public $5 for each child/adult pair

Photographing the Flowers of
Fernwood

Nationally known photographer
Danny Burk presents an informative
workshop on flower photography. Learn
how to choose good subjects, create
attractive compositions, use a light
meter properly, and much more. Please
bring a tripod and camera (either digital
or film) with interchangeable lenses or
close-up settings and user-adjustable
settings. Instruction is tailored to your
individual level, whether beginner or
advanced. Lunch is available in the
Fernwood Café or bring your own for a
picnic in the gardens. Class size is limit-
ed; please call ahead.

Saturday, May 17 (rain date Sunday,
May 18); 10:00 am–5:00 pm
Chase Classroom
Members $85, Public $100
Advance registration is required by
12:00 noon on Wednesday, May 14

Upcoming Classes: 

Photographing Summer's Flowers
Saturday, July 26

Photographing the Colorof Fall
Saturday, October 4

Save the Date!
The Organization for Bat
Conservation returns 
Sunday, October 12.

Two programs: "Bats of the World"
and "Animal Adaptations"

Check future issues of Fernwood
Notes or the website for more informa-
tion. 
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HOW TO REGISTER
Please pre-register for Fernwood classes, either by phone or in

person. Advance payment is required to secure your place in a
class.

Class registration is handled by Fernwood's receptionists. To
register by phone, call 269/695-6491 or 269/683-8653 (local call
from most parts of South Bend and Mishawaka). For best service,
please call between the hours of 3:00 and 5:00 pm. We cannot
guarantee immediate assistance at othertimes.

Still have questions? Please call Wendy Jones at ext. 220 (for
nature classes) or Steve Bornell at ext. 216 (for gardening classes).
Or, call another Fernwood employee if listed as the instructor. 

REFUND POLICY
Refunds are made in full for any program that is canceled by

Fernwood. All refunds will be mailed or credited.
For individual programs, a full refund is provided when pre-

registration is canceled at least three full business days (Tuesday
through Saturday) before the program. We regret that we cannot
refund registrations canceled on less than three days notice.

If you have registered for a class and are unable to attend,
please notify Fernwood for your refund or invite a friend to take
your place!

PLEASE NOTE:
Many of Fernwood’s classes have a “Registration required

by” dateto help instructors prepare for the classes. You may call
after the posted date and sign up if the class limit has not been met.

Nature Ecotours
The Annual Great Smoky
Mountains Spring Wildflower
Pilgrimage
Tuesday, April 22–Sunday, April 27

Fernwood naturalist Wendy
Jones leads her 16th trip to the
Smokies for the 58th Annual
Wildflower Pilgrimage. As of press
time, we still have limited openings
in this ecotour to the beautiful Smoky
Mountains. Enjoy guided hikes to
learn about spring wildflowers,
mountain ecology, birding, and much
more. Hiking difficulty ranges from
easy to strenuous to accommodate all
levels of walking abilities, and
numerous indoor programs are
offered for non-hikers. The cost is
$500 per person. Registration closes
on April 1; please contact Wendy at
ext. 220 for more information.  

Isle Royale: A Boreal Wilderness

The 2005 ecotour to Isle Royale
was such a success that we are
returning in August. With 23 years of
hiking and boating experience on this
wilderness island, Jan Ferris guides
us along peaceful trails, canoeing in
protected harbors, and boating to sur-
rounding islands. Watch for eagles,
moose, fox, loons, and other critters.
Visit world-renowned biologist Rolf
Peterson as he discusses the moose
and wolf predator/prey study on the
island––the longest known study of
its kind and celebrating its 50th year.
Don't miss the opportunity to experi-
ence this wilderness boreal forest.
Price includes everything from the
Copper Harbor motel Sunday night
until we return to Copper Harbor on
Friday. Call Jan Ferris at ext 212 for
more information. Group size is lim-
ited so don't delay! 

Jan Ferris
Sunday, August 24–Friday, August 29
Members $1350
Non-Members $1620

Preserve Stewardship Opportunities
Garlic mustard, Alliaria petiolata,a

non-native and highly invasive plant,
establishes itself in a variety of woodland
habitats, including pristine forests. This
aggressive plant can quickly crowd out
native plants. Learn more about control-
ling garlic mustard and help Fernwood
remove it from the its nature preserve by
attending a Fernwood workday, April 5
or 26, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. Bring your
gloves, water bottle, and dress for the
weather. Refreshments provided. For
more information, please call Heidi at
ext. 213.

R. Willey



WIN UPTO$5,000 
INFERNWOOD'SSPRINGRAFFLE

DRAWINGONMARCH13 AT10:00 AM
TICKETPRICE: $100

PROCEEDSBENEFITEDUCATIONANDTHEGARDENSATFERNWOOD.
Tickets can be purchased in person or by phone with a credit card.

Winner determined by a random drawing. You need not be present to win.
Odds are 1 in 100 (with all tickets sold). 

If fewer than 100 tickets are sold, the drawing reverts to a 50/50
raffle with the winner receiving 50% of the receipts. Michigan raffle
license number R94853.

Fernwood Nature Day Camps
Fernwood's forests, pond, river, and prairie serve as classrooms for our popular day

camps. Hikes along nature trails, fun games, educational activities, and crafts open chil-
dren to the wonders of nature while encouraging appreciation of the plants and animals
of Michiana. All sessions run Tuesday through Friday. 

In-person and phone registrations open on Friday, May 2 at 10:00 am. Class
size is limited. Camp details are sent out approximately two weeks before the sessions
begin. If you have any questions, please call Seasonal Naturalist Jill McDonald at ext.
222. 

Nature's Sensors: 4 year-olds
June 3–6; 9:30–11:30 am

Children explore the natural world
with their five senses.
Members $45, Public $55

Animal Explor ers: 5 & 6 year-olds
June 10–13 OR June 17–20
9:30 am–1:30 pm

Children are introduced to the
birds, mammals, insects, reptiles, and
amphibians that call Fernwood home. 
Members $55, Public $65

Habitat Happenings: 
7 & 8 year-olds
June 24–27 OR July 8–11
9:30 am–2:00 pm

Join us for a journey into the for-
est, field, and pond habitats of
Fernwood.
Members $65, Public $75

Fernwood's Roy and Ethelbel KnauerAr t Camps
Join us in welcoming Katie Jaskowiak as our new Art Camp Instructor! Katie is an

art teacher for school students in Boone Grove, Indiana, and she is excited about provid-
ing a very artistic and fun summer for your creative children. 

Fernwood's Roy and Ethelbel Knauer Art Camps combine the arts with natural sci-
ences and are designed to stimulate curiosity, appreciation, and knowledge of the natural
world. Campers use Fernwood's beautiful gardens and natural areas to inspire the cre-
ation of diverse mixed media projects including ceramics, tie dye, drawing/painting,
sculpture, and much more. On the last day of each session parents are invited to a gallery
showing of all the children's wonderful creations. Art Camp is an ideal complementary
course to Fernwood's Nature Camp.

In-person and phone registration opens on Friday, May 2 at 10:00 am. All ses-
sions run Tuesday through Friday. Children should dress for getting messy and having
fun. Class size is limited. Camp details are sent out by instructors approximately two
weeks before the sessions begin. If you have any questions, please call Education
Manager Wendy Jones at ext. 220. 

Monets: 6–9 year-olds
June 17–20; 9:30 am–1:30 pm
Members $65, Public $80

Audubons: 6–9 year-olds
June 24–27; 9:30 am–1:30 pm
Members $65, Public $80

Cassatts: 9–12 year-olds
July 8–11; 9:30 am–2:00 pm
Members $75, Public $90

Rembrandts: 9–12 year-olds
July 15–18; 9:30 am–2:00 pm
Members $75, Public $90

Spring Plant Sale
Mother's Day Weekend
May 9, 10 & 11
Beautiful Selections 
for Mom's Garden
Open During 
Fernwood's Regular Hours

Festival of Blooms 
Mother's Day Weekend

May 10 & 11
Free PlantFree Plants to Momss to Moms
(while supplies last)(while supplies last)

Music on the GrMusic on the Green Saturday een Saturday AfternoonAfternoon
Second Sunday ConcerSecond Sunday Concert 4:00 pmt 4:00 pm

BufBuf fet Sunday in the Gallerfet Sunday in the Gallery 12:30––2:00 pmy 12:30––2:00 pm
(r(r eservations reservations recommended)ecommended)
Food Food TTent Both ent Both AfternoonsAfternoons

ChildrChildr en's en's Activities Both Days 1:00––5:00 pmActivities Both Days 1:00––5:00 pm

Ecology Adventurers: 
9 & 10 year-olds
July 15–18 OR July 22–25
9:30 am–2:30 pm

Ecology and the human impact on
the environment are the focus of this
session. Camp includes a Thursday
overnight camping trip at Potato Creek
State Park with tents, dinner, and
breakfast provided. 
Members $85, Public $100

Earth Day Adventurers: 
11 & 12 year-olds
July 29–August 1
9:30 am–3:00 pm

Back by popular demand, campers
explore Fernwood and other natural
areas. This camp includes a Thursday
overnight camping trip at Potato Creek
State Park with tents, dinner, and
breakfast provided. 

Members $100, Public $120

Save the Date!
Picnic & Auction June 20

Fernwood's annual Picnic and Auction is our most impor-
tant fundraiser of the year. Mark Friday evening, June 20, on
your calendar and plan to join us for this fun and festive event.
See the next edition of Fernwood Notesfor more information.


